Salina Marghania, a student of the XI grade of Poti Public School N6. 16 years old

Hello, dear European friend, my name is Salina, and I would like to tell you the story of my country's
independence. Georgia first gained independence on May 26, 1918. Before that, the history of
Georgia's independence began back in 373, when the Kingdom of Kartli was divided into spheres of
influence between Rome and Iran, but from the second half of the 5th century it completely
surrendered to Iran. After the unification of all of Georgia, King Vakhtang I gained independence
from Iran in the 90s of the 5th centuries. In the 7th century, the Arabs completely conquered Georgia
and imposed heavy obligations on the population - paying tribute and supplying warriors. At the end
of the 8th - beginning of the 9th centuries, the power of the Caliphate weakened, the Arabs
unsuccessfully tried to maintain dominance in Georgia through punitive expeditions. During the
period of peace, large principalities arose on the lands of Georgia, which were constantly in conflict
with each other. The country was united by an external threat from the Seljuks. King David IV
managed to unite Georgia, make the state government unified and centralized, and as a result, expel
foreigners from the territory of the Caucasus. The reign of Tamar the Great in the 12th century was a
period of prosperity for the country, when the military and political power of the state was at its
highest level. Tamar the Great was able not only to protect the state from invaders, but also to
subjugate two Byzantine provinces. Since 1386, the devastating raids of Tamerlane's troops began.
They destroyed the country eight times, the population was halved, many cities were ruthlessly
destroyed. By the middle of the 15th century, Georgia found itself in a difficult situation: its last
defender, Byzantium, had fallen, and the Ottoman Empire and Iran turned their attention to the
state. A strong ally was needed, and Russia turned out to be one of them. The “Treaty of Georgievsky”
was concluded, the terms of which Russia failed to fulfill, as a result of which Georgia was destroyed
by the invasion of Agha-Mahmud Khan. In the following war, the king of Kartli-Kakheti, Giorgi XII,
sent Russia “points of request” and after the king’s death, in 1801, Georgia finally became part of
Russia. At that time, Russia attempted to Russify Georgia and abolished the autocephaly of the
Georgian Church, which led to several conspiracies. n 1918, after the collapse of the Russian Empire,
Georgia gained political independence. However, this freedom did not last long: in 1921, Soviet
Russia occupied Georgia. On April 9, 1991, the Supreme Soviet of Georgia adopted an act of
restoration of independence, although Georgia formally remained part of the USSR until the end of
the same year, until its dissolution. Georgia has been an independent state since December 26, 1991.
After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Georgia went through many difficulties, including an
economic recession, one of the deepest in the entire post-Soviet space. In 1992-1994, it reached
65.1%, and the average real wage decreased 10 times. Georgia lost its usual markets for agricultural
and food products, which was caused by the economic decline in the CIS countries and the opening
of their markets to suppliers from other countries. Georgia's population almost halved, birth rates fell,
mortality rates rose, and migration became unrealized. Factories and meat processing plants switched
mainly to handicraft production and barely managed to survive. This was due to the shortage of the

working-age population and the loss of trade relations with the republics that were part of the Soviet



Union. Nevertheless, Georgia shows good economic dynamics and recovered quite quickly from the
crisis of 2008-2009. Moreover, Georgia's experience with reforms, including those implemented in

2004-2012, is still considered an example for other post-Soviet countries.

Today, after gaining independence, Georgia's foreign policy is focused on joining NATO and the
European Union. On December 4, 2023, the Council of the European Union granted Georgia the
status of an official candidate for EU membership. However, in late October 2024, following the
victory of the ruling party, ,, Georgian Dream”, in the parliamentary elections in Georgia, European
integration was suspended until 2028. Although Georgia is a free country, society always strives for
the better, therefore, people always develop in various fields to achieve complete harmony and
freedom. As the French philosopher Voltaire said, “Freedom is not something that is given to you, but
something that cannot be taken away.”, but also “Freedom consists only in dependence on the laws.”
Freedom refers to a person's choice. Freedom of choice means that a person can choose what he
wants and act as he wants, but all this happens within the framework of the law. The law should not
limit human freedom, it should complement and regulate it, helping in many ways. Society should
have freedom of speech, and their opinion should be considered by the government. There should be
a well-established mechanism of mutual assistance between the government and the people, which
does not violate the laws of Justice and morality, and also contributes to the growth of positive

attitudes in society.

Georgia does not yet have the same level of freedom of speech as many articles have mentioned, but I
hope that in the future Georgia will be a sustainable, developed, democratic country where people's

opinions will be considered and will have a positive impact on the country.
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